Greek and Roman Civilizations The Rise of Hellenic Civilization

THE RISE OF
HELLENIC CIVILIZATION

During the four centuries s.c. following the
Mycenaean civilization, Greecefellintoa period of decline.
The prosperity and wealth of the Mycenaean period had
gone. The flourishing arts, monumental architecture, and
knowledge of writing disappeared. Trade declined, andthe
Mycenaean palaces were abandoned. The period is known
as the “Dark Ages,” and it lasted from about 1200 to 750
B.C.

Homer, who wrote about the heroic deeds of
Mycenaean kings in the /liad, also described the events
within the social and political background of this dark
period. Agriculture had returned to a simple level of subsis-
tence. Every man owned and cultivated his own small plot
of land for individual survival. The king was no longer the Homer wrote about the period in
supreme and authoritative ruler, but was advised inregard Greek history known as the Dark
to what action should be taken by a small group of nobles Ages.
or aristocrats. The monarchy of the Mycenaean period, where the king was supreme, was
replaced by a “rule of a few men,” called an oligarchy. A small group of wealthy nobles had
all the power.

Another significant change that occurred at the beginning of this period was the’
introduction of iron for making tools and weapons. Accordingly, this period is also known as
the “Iron Age.” :

One major event that characterizes the “Dark Ages” was a migration of Greeks
across the Aegean Sea. Thucidydes, a fifth century B.c. Greek historian, called this the
lonian Migrations. (See map on page 87.) Three groups of Greeks, based on dialects they
spoke, moved to and settled on the western coast of Asia Minor (modern-day Turkey). The
Dorians, who spoke Doric, settled in the southern part; the lonians, who spoke lonic,
inhabited the middle part; and the Aeolians, who spoke Aeolic, went to the northern part of
the area. The Greeks living in this coastal area were later to be the cause of conflict between
the Greeks and the Persians. ,

By the middle of the eighth century s.c., Greece had recovered from its darkest period
in history, and a new civilization emerged. This was called the Hellenic (or Greek)
civilization. Trade once again began to flourish. The alphabet was introduced into Greece
from Phoenicia, a seafaring state located in today’s Lebanon. Because the alphabet
contained no vowels, vowels were added to adapt to the Greek language. Most importantly,
a new political institution emerged, which typified the rest of Greek political history—the city-
state or polis. Because Greece is a very mountainous region, small independent political
units developed rather than a large political union. Another factor in the development of city-
states was the Greeks' love for freedom and independence. Each city-state was autono-
mous with its own laws and constitution, leaders and army, system of ‘taxation, and
sometimes its own coinage system. The largest and most important of Greek city-states
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were Athens in Attica, Sparta in the Peloponnese, and Thebes in Boeotia.

Until about 650 s.c., most city-states were ruled by the aristocrats. They had an
oligarchic form of government. The political power was in the hands of a few wealthy families
who owned the best land and abused the majority of the city-state's citizens who were poor
farmers. Sometimes these farmers got into debt and were forced to work for the aristocrats
to pay off their debts. Some even became slaves.

Starting about 750 8.c., due to poverty and insufficient farming land, these poor
farmers began to leave their homelands and seek new opportunities elsewhere. Other
reasons for emigration, even though less important, were trade, personal adventure, and
political refuge. A phase of “Greek colonization” was launched. (See inset map on page 87.)
Colonies were set up along the coasts of southern Italy and Sicily (known as Magna Graecia
or Greater Greece), France, Spain, and along the coast of the northern Aegean and Black
Seas. Some important colonies include Syracuse (Sicily), Phaestum and Cumae (ltaly),
Massalia (modern Marseille, France), and Byzantium on the Black Sea (modern Istanbul).
The Greek city-states that took part in this colonization process were mostly Athens, Corinth
in the Peloponnese, Eretria and Chalkis on the island of Euboea, and the Greek-Asiatic
cities of Miletus and Phocaea. The Greek colonies became city-states of their own and were
politically and economically independent. The only ties that remained with their mother city-
states were cultural and religious. By 600 8.c. the Greeks had spread their people and ideas
throughout the regions of the Mediterranean and Black Seas. This Greek influence was later
to have a profound effect on Roman culture.

One of the results of Greek colonization was the emergence of a new social class
of people, the middle class or merchants, who had become wealthy through industry and
trade. This new middle class also wanted a share in the political power of the city-states. -
Consequently, at home in Greece, the discontent of the poor was solved in another way.
Tyrants, men from the new middle class, came to power in many city-states between 650
and 500 s.c. with the support of the people. This type of government is called a tyranny. A
Greek tyrant, however, unlike today's tyrant, was not a brutal ruler, but a ruler who had not
taken power according to the constitution. In fact, most Greek tyrants were good rulers and
brought many benefits, such as power and wealth, to the city-states. Coinage was
introduced, trade and colonization were encouraged, and athletic, musical, and dramatic
contests were established. One notable tyrant was Peisistratus of Athens (560-529 s.c.),
who embellished the city with monuments, stimulated trade and industry, and helped the
poor farmers. He increased the prestige of Athens.

A very important change that took place during this time, and one which may also
have helped the rise in power of tyrants, was the development of an infantry army. A new
type of heavily-armed soldier (hoplite), placed within a tight formation, called a phalanx,
fought many successful battles for the next three centuries.

The rule of tyrannies did not last very long, however, because some of the tyrants
in power became too authoritarian. Instead, the governments of the city-states became
once again oligarchies or changed to a new form of rule, democracy. Democracy, or “rule
by the people,” was first developed in Athens. Sparta, on the other hand, retained a form
of oligarchic rule. The other Greek city-states followed the lead of either Athens or Sparta.
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CHALLENGES

1. What are the three developments that led to the recovery of Greek civilization by 750 8.C.7

i.

2. What significant change took place in the Dark Age period?

3. What major event characterizes the Dark Age period?

4. Who were the three groups of Greeks that took part in the lonian Migration?

5. What were the three largest and most-important city-states in Greece?

6. Where did the Greeks colonize?

7. Which Greek cities were involved in setting up colonies?

8. What new social class emerged as a result of Greek colonization?

9. Who was Peisistratus?

10. Name three Greek colonies.

11. What is a monarchy?

12 What is an oligarchy?

C..\c.......0.....‘.......‘..‘.....................................................
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Name Date

POINTS TO PONDER

1. Why did the Hellenic civilization develop the political institution of the city-state or polis?
Describe the function of a city-state. What effect do you think this kind of political setup will
have on the political history of Greece?

2. Explain the main reason for Greek colonization. What other factors were involved in
Greek settlement abroad?

3. Describe the term tyrant as it was originally used in Greek history. Compare it to a tyrant
in today’s society.

4. Why is the period following the Mycenaean period called the “Dark Age” or the “Iron Age™?
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GREEK ART AND
ARCHITECTURE

Athenswasconsideredthecuituralcen—
ter of ancient Greece. The city best exempli-
fies the typical architecture to be seen in a
Greek city-state.

Toweringabovethe city of Athens stood
the Acropolis, the sacred hill dedicated to the
city's patron-goddess, Athena. Below the
Acropolis lay the Agora, the commercial and
political center of the city. During the fifth
century B.c. at the peak of Athens’ political
power, Pericles initiated the construction of '
many public buildings to replace the ones = 2 RS
destroyed during the Persian Wars, These The Acropolis: (1) the Parthenon; (2) the
monuments still stand today and are admired Erechtheion; (3) statue of Athena Promachos by

by many tourists who visit Greece. Pheidias
Among the most impressive buildings is the temple dedicated to Athena Parthenos

The Greek temple was the mostimportant public building in any city. Its purpose was
to house the statue of the patron-god or goddess and sometimes to keep the offerings made
to the deity. Outside and in front of the temple lay the altar where the worshippers gathered

walkway. The superstructure of the temple consisted of four main parts: the column, the
architrave, the frieze, and the cornice (roof). Traces of color on building blocks indicate that
parts of the temple were painted in bright colors such as reds, yellows, and blues,

500 B.c. the lonic order developed, and in the fourth century s.c., the Corinthian order was
introddced. Although the three styles were created in progressive order, one style did not

- The orders are distinguished mainly by thelr columns. A column was made up ofthe
shaft and the capital. In the Doric order, the capital was plain. The capital of the lonic order
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was divided into three equally-wide horizontal sections. The Corinthian order had only the
capital as its distinguishing feature. The rest of the Superstructure was taken over from the
lonic order. The roof of the temple, known as the cornice, was triangular in shape. It
consisted of the pediment and the geison, which are the outer edges of the roof. The
pediment was always filled with Sculptures that represented stories related to the temple’s
deity, such as the birth of Athena on the Parthenon. The Sculptures were brightly painted

about the original Greek works.
Pottery was another important form of Greek art. It was widely traded throughout the

outlined in black, were left req on a black-glazed background. Writing was common on pots

either to ‘mark the potter’s name, to indicate names of mythological or historical figures }

shown, or to describe the subject matter. , e ;
Today, Greek architecture, sculpture, and pottery are highly valyed as historical

évidence and as skilled Works of art.
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Architectural Orders and Parts of a Greek Temple
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